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jNew Intrigue in

'.Pope’s Shooting

If the former deputy commercial
_anache of the Bulgarian Embassy in
Paris is to be believed, and if he is in-
-deed the former deputy commercial

"attaché, Bulgarian and Soviet intellj.'

‘gence agents were behind the at.
tempt two years ago to assassinate
“Pope John Paul II. The account, sup->
ported statements by ‘Mehmet “Ali" |

_Agca.ann-kwhohasto]dhxsltahan '

NEW YORK TIMZSS
27 MARCE 1983

[4
Jordan Mantarov, defected two
-months after the’ May 1881

-+, .and told his story to French intelli-
:gence.agents who found it credible.

E— ‘Mantarov  reportedly quoted a

ﬁ1end whom be identitied as a high

'Bulgarian _counterintelligence offi- |
sial, as saying that Moscow and Sofia. |

capwmthatbeshotmepopeuma; 1 ’

”behest of Bulgarian agen

meNewYorkrmlastweekmf ir
‘ported t.hat the Bnlgana.n in Parls

" enance mechanic for a Bulgarian *
company in Pans not an embassy
employee. .
Italmnsourcsfammarwiththein-
vestigation said that one  Suspect, Ser-
gei 1. Antonov, a
ﬁaalmRome had told contradictory
smasthatcastdonbtonhxsdemalof
complicity. Another Buigarian, Ve-

of Mr. Antonov, whom he identified
.asan mtemgence agent sent to Rome
because of family contacts with
- Todor Zhikov, the B

) tedlyandthelmhmcanpmve
; it,” Mr. Peitchev insisted. Last week,
"i?anltalmncounreyec:edmr Anto-
! nov'sappealtor"elease
' The Italian magistrate wndncting
| an inquiry to determine whether
' prosecution of Mr. Antonov is war.
ranted hoped to compilete his investi-
. _gationthisyear.,

Henry Giniger
and Miit Freudenbeim

x;egargiedthePoh.shPopea.sapmg. f

1973, said he was an old acquaintance |

Sergei I. Antonov
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i

airline of-

litchko ' Peitchev, who defected in .

Corm;m- .



